


Critical Illness Insurance is usually available as an addition to all term assurance 
plans but can be bought on a stand alone basis. Critical illness provides a lump sum 
benefit / income in the event of diagnosis of certain critical illnesses. such as Heart 
Attack, Stroke, Transplant Blindness. Total & Permanent Disability and so on. The 
illnesses covered will be specified in the policy along with any exclusions and 
limitations - these differ between insurers. 

Income Protection 

This policy is designed to provide an income in the event the insured individual is 
unable to work due to ill health. The level of premium will depend upon the amount of 
benefit and term selected and most policies cease to pay the benefit once the insured 
is able to return to work. Income Protection policies are usually written to retirement 
age or 60 if earlier. 

Accident. Sickness & Unemployment (ASU) 

ASU policies were traditionally sold to accompany mortgages. allowing for a regular 
income to be paid to the insured should they be unable to work due to ill health. an 
accident (or lose their Job). The product can be split down. and unemployment cover 
is usually the optional extra available for an additional premium. Benefits are only 
usually paid for a specified time for example 12 months. It is important to compare ASU 
and Income Protection closely as one may be more suitable than another. It may also 
be possible to use the 2 products to work in tandem with each other. 
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